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Change Forum



LWVC Climate Change Task Force

Climate Emergency

• LWVC declared climate emergency at 2019 
Convention

• IPCC: to stay at 1.5oC or below we must 
halve emissions by 2030, go to zero by 2050
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Global Emissions
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Global Emissions
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Global Emissions

We’re on trend 
for nearly 2.5oC 
warming by 
2050
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“Houston,

We have a problem…”



LWVC Climate Change Task Force

• There are hundreds of things we can 

do to solve this. 

• And with more than 7 billion creative 

people working on it, we will.

Don’t Despair



LWVC Climate Change Task Force

• Welcome, agenda, meet the Steering Team

• Overview of Task Force

• What’s happening around CA and San Diego

• Break with refreshments

• Areas of interest for San Diego

• Break-out Groups

• Wrap-up
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CCTF Steering Team

Diz Swift – CCTF Chair, Natural Resources Director

Gloria Chun Hoo – Board Liaison, LWVC 2nd VP

April Oquenda – CC Leg Analyst, Nat. Res. Deputy Director

Stephanie Liu – Lead, Transportation Team

Mary O’Kicki – Lead, Food, Soils and Agriculture Team

Dan Zalles – Lead, Wildfire Team
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Task Force
Overview
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League positions on climate change

Price on Carbon 

Green New Deal

CCTF – Who We Are and What We Do
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LWVUS on Climate

Promote an environment beneficial to life through the protection and wise management of 
natural resources in the public interest.

Natural Resources: Promote the management of natural resources as interrelated parts of 
life-supporting ecosystems.

Resource Management: Promote resource conservation, stewardship and long-range 
planning, with the responsibility for managing natural resources shared by all levels of 
government.

Environmental Protection and Pollution Control: Preserve the physical, chemical and 
biological integrity of the ecosystem, with maximum protection of public health and the 
environment.
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LWVC on Climate

The League of Women Voters of California supports actions to mitigate and adapt 

to climate change in order to protect our state from the negative physical, economic, 

and public health effects. Our actions are to:

a. Promote energy conservation and efficiency in transportation, buildings, and infrastructure, including 

energy efficiency standards and land use policies that reduce vehicle miles travelled.

b. Promote carbon pricing by market mechanisms such as cap and trade systems and carbon taxes.

c. Promote a clean, low-carbon energy economy that is sustainable, including all forms of renewable 

energy and transportation infrastructure.

d. Promote policies that mitigate impacts of climate change by adaptation in urban, rural, agricultural, 

and natural settings.

e. Promote basic research and technology development, encouraging the use of a portfolio of 

technologies.

f. Promote solutions that ease consequences of climate-related hardships to low- and moderate-income 

households.

g. Promote public access and involvement in the decision-making process.
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Carbon Pricing



Carbon Pricing Elements

How Do You Price Carbon?
Price on Carbon

Revenue Use

Government Programs

Mitigate/adapt

Reduce deficit

Infrastructure, etc

Revenue Neutral

Return to people

Reduce other taxes

Pricing 

Mechanism

Carbon Tax or Fee

Cap and Trade

Emissions 

Included

Electricity generation

Transportation

Industrial

Buildings
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Carbon Pricing Position

The League of Women Voters stands united with, and in 
support of, efforts to price carbon emissions, whether cap-
and-trade, carbon tax/fee, or another viable pricing 
mechanism. The League does not have a position on how the 
revenue generated is to be used.

Price on Carbon
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Green New Deal



League of Women Voters 

Green New Deal
Rep. Ocasio-Cortez and Senator Markey Version

Make a “moon-shot”-level effort to transition rapidly to a carbon-free 
economy and fight climate change

Three parts

Form Select Committee on the Climate Change Crisis (Bipartisan)

“Goals of the Transition”

• “Green” technology, e.g. 100% renewable power, “smart” grid, energy efficiency, 
drawdown

• Changing infrastructure, e.g. local-scale agriculture, improving transportation, 
water, and other infrastructure

“Economic security available to everyone“

• Jobs, economic stimulus, guaranteed basic income, public banks
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League of Women Voters 

There’s More than One “Green New Deal”
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GND in California

• Reduce emissions – GHG 80% below 1990 by 2050, 
100% zero carbon electricity by 2045

• Sustainable communities – green buildings

• Natural and working lands, agriculture

• Transportation, land use, housing

• Cap and trade

AB 32 2006 – California Global Warming Solutions Act
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• 242 LWVC members

• 59 of California’s 62 Leagues 
working at some level

• Many Leagues are very active

Climate Change Task Force
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News
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Legislation
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How to take action
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Learn about others’ actions
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Learn about topics 
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Webinars
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Resources
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Stay Connected!

CCTF Google Group

Check out events
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Follow us on Facebook
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Why LWV and 
Climate?
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What LWV Brings to Climate

• Climate protection clearly stated in our positions

• Broader perspective than just climate (e.g. transparency, 
fiscal responsibility)

• Informing voters

• GOTV for climate efforts

• Holding elected officials accountable

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png


LWVC Climate Change Task Force

Climate Work 
Around California
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Statewide Teams

• Food, Soils, and Agriculture
• Sea Level Rise
• Electrification of Buildings
• Wildfires
• Transportation
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Food, Soil and Agriculture

• Efforts in these three related areas can 
reduce GHGs emissions, 

• Remove carbon from the atmosphere 
(carbon sequestration), and

• Retain water in the soils to build drought 
resiliency
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Food, Soil, and Ag Team
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Everyone Is Welcome! 

• Mendocino

• Butte County

• San Luis Obispo

• Sacramento

• Palo Alto

• Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville

• And, YOUR LEAGUE, TOO!

Food, Soil, and Ag Team

Lead, Mary O’Kicki

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png
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CA Healthy Soils Initiative

Interagency Plan to Reduce GHG and Improve Drought 
Resiliency by Innovating Farm and Ranchland Practices

• Incentive programs

• Demonstration projects

• Funded by cap and trade offsets
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League Efforts

• Education – at all levels! Including educating our 

state representatives

• Individual Action, e.g. food choice

• Local Policy, e.g., purchasing power/funding 

• State Policy, e.g., support healthy soils

What is the League Doing?

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png
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Mendocino
Healthy Soils

Climate Victory Gardens

Garden Friendly Cities

Partnering (presenters, 

panelists, promoters)

Including Elected Officials

Some Examples

Palo Alto
LWVPA Program Series

San Jose
Support County efforts for Ag plan

Open space in Coyote Valley

San Luis Obispo
Partner with the Grange
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Statewide Teams

• Food, Soils, and Agriculture

• Sea Level Rise
• Electrification of Buildings
• Wildfires
• Transportation
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Sea Level Rise

• Working on state policy for zoning 
restrictions

• Adaptation plans using scientific data 
through Office of Planning and Research
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Sea Level Rise
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Everyone Is Welcome! 

• Marin County

• San Mateo County

• Alameda

• And, YOUR LEAGUE, TOO!

Sea Level Rise Team

Lead, Diz Swift
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Statewide Teams

• Food, Soils, and Agriculture
• Sea Level Rise

• Electrification of Buildings
• Wildfires
• Transportation
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Building Electrification Team

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png


LWVC Climate Change Task Force

Everyone Is Welcome! 

• Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville

• Pasadena

• Santa Monica

• And, YOUR LEAGUE, TOO!

Building Electrification Team

Lead, April Oquenda

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png


LWVC Climate Change Task Force

The Problem With Natural Gas

Natural gas (methane) is 20-30 times more effective at 
trapping heat (global warming potential or GWP)

Methane concentration has been steadily increasing

• From agricultural practices

• Decay of organic waste

• Loss from melting of permafrost

• Leaking from wells and pipelines

We need to reduce methane emissions 
wherever we can

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png


LWVC Climate Change Task Force

Electrify your house (and all buildings)

Switch to 100% renewable electricity
Electric induction stoves

Use heat pumps 
By extracting heat from the outside air, heat pumps only need about 1/3 

as much electricity as resistance electric appliances. 

Electric heat pump heating and air conditioning

Electric heat pump hot water heaters

What We Can Do
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Partner with your city 

Partnering
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Education

Fight Climate 

Change at 

Home

But How?
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Statewide Teams

• Food, Soils, and Agriculture
• Sea Level Rise
• Electrification of Buildings

• Wildfires
• Transportation
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Wildfire Team
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Everyone Is Welcome! 

• Palo Alto

• Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville

• Placer County

• Sacramento 

And, YOUR LEAGUE, TOO!

Wildfire Team

Lead, Dan Zalles

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png
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Wildfire Team

Issues
• Fire risk mitigation (landscape, buildings) 

Responsibilities of property owners vs. government/public agencies 

• Insurance 
Insurance denials 
Coordination of insurance and fire mitigation practices

• Monitoring roll-out of new state laws

Actions
• Learning about state and local efforts
• Planning webinars
• Building partnerships
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Statewide Teams

• Food, Soils, and Agriculture
• Sea Level Rise
• Electrification of Buildings
• Wildfires

• Transportation

http://www.lwv.org/files/images/logos/LWV_COLOR_STANDALONE.png


LWVC Climate Change Task Force

Transportation Team
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Everyone Is Welcome! 

• Los Angeles

• Santa Monica

• Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville

• Diablo Valley

• Marin County

• San Francisco

And, YOUR LEAGUE, TOO!

Transportation Team

Lead, Stephanie Liu
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Transportation Team

Current and Future Actions

• Understand current state and local efforts

• Build the team to represent major CA regions

• Provide resources and educational opportunities to Local Leagues

• Partner with like-minded organizations (Transform, 350)

Monitor Relevant Legislation

• Emissions regulation

• Public Transportation

• Housing/Transportation

• R&D on innovative fuels/infrastructure

• Autonomous Vehicles
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15 minute Break!
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Climate Work 
Around San Diego
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Interests in San Diego

Community Choice Aggregation
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Goal
Discuss what specific actions Leagues can take in 

your issue area

Breakout Groups

In Your Breakout Group
• Select a recorder

• Listen to everyone

• Decide what actions are doable and effective

• Select someone to report out
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Let us know how the 
Task Force can help
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+ What We Did Well

D What We Need to Improve
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Issue Area

This is a 

concern*

Join breakout 

group**

Housing and Transportation 19 14

Educating others on climate change 14 10

Impact on resources 10 5

Sea Level Rise 23 4

Food Soil and Agriculture 13 4

* Each get 3 votes

**Each get 1 vote
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Sea Level Rise

• Carlsbad and Del Mar

• Carlsbad has been looking at SLR since 1016

• Get educated on local program

• Attend Coastal Commission Meeting(s)

• Map on Carlsbad website that shows local SLR

• Keeping abreast of news

Suggestions

Could talk to Scripps about seawall?
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Food, Soils, and Agriculture

• Need to share our local positions on ag, also 

LWVUS; need to lobby based on our position

• Closing golf courses, instead of developing as 

housing, might lobby to keep it as open space

• Food – Feeding San Diego, Kitchens for Good

• Educate ourselves on food recycling

• Growing Passion (KPBS) Ask Ms. Sternam to 

speak

• Solana Beach Recyclers is a good resources

• Encourage “green buildings, with plants”
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Housing and Transportation

• Updating position on housing and transportation

• Create positions that support smart land use and 

dev’mt

• Public support for SOS

• Ensure general plan updates are smart growth

• Publicly oppose dev’mt that does not meet climate 

goals

• Advocate for creative housing solutions

• Inform on our positions

• Use social media
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Education

• Population needs increased awareness

• Reach out to minorities, conservatives and military 

families

• Align with youth groups that are already energized

• Have public service announcements with activist youth

• School curriculum could mandate CC talk

• Talk about hazards of climate change, make it personal

• What can do on day-to-day basis

• Public speakers bureau

• Know your audience, tailor the message, e.g. 

conservatives, disadvantaged communities, LWV 

members on how to do it
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Impact on Resources

• Includes ag and air quality (transportation)

• Focused on biodiversity, need for multi-habitat conservation areas 

– SANDAG

• Get an observer corps for SANDAG

• Water – educate and advocacy at local and county gov. to 

encourage water reuse at city level and treatment centers

• Use the correct language (define gray water, etc)

• Cooperate with water districts – tours of plants

• Have questions and candidate forums to get them on record and 

inform citizens

• Teach kids first

• Get on mailings from water districts

• Build website to talk on potable reuse, give a place to congregate

• Field trips to Pure Water San Diego

• Encourage native plants
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Input on Performance

• Variety of topics – think and act

• Orientation to action

• List of resources

What Went Well

• More examples of possible local actions

• Slides need larger print

What We Can Improve
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